ge,tﬁrt

e Wor i,

home | archives | poIIs | search

Ideas have consequences.

President Bush Knows

Today, President Bush has given another in his series of excellent
speeches that show that he is the right person for the job:

Remarks by the President at the 20th Anniversary of the
National Endowment for Democracy, November 6, 2003.

Highlights:

In June of 1982, President Ronald Reagan spoke at
Westminster Palace and declared, the turning point had
arrived in history. He argued that Soviet communism had
failed, precisely because it did not respect its own people
-- their creativity, their genius and their rights.

President Reagan said that the day of Soviet tyranny was
passing, that freedom had a momentum which would not
be halted.

[...]

A number of critics were dismissive of that speech by the
President. According to one editorial of the time, "It
seems hard to be a sophisticated European and also an
admirer of Ronald Reagan." (Laughter.) Some observers
on both sides of the Atlantic pronounced the speech
simplistic and naive, and even dangerous. In fact, Ronald
Reagan's words were courageous and optimistic and
entirely correct. (Applause.)

[...]

We've witnessed, in little over a generation, the swiftest
advance of freedom in the 2,500 year story of
democracy.

[...]

Our commitment to democracy is also tested in the
Middle East, which is my focus today, and must be a
focus of American policy for decades to come. In many
nations of the Middle East -- countries of great strategic
importance -- democracy has not yet taken root. And the
questions arise: Are the peoples of the Middle East

somehow beyond the reach of liberty? Are millions of
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men and women and children condemned by history or
culture to live in despotism? Are they alone never to
know freedom, and never even to have a choice in the
matter? I, for one, do not believe it. I believe every
person has the ability and the right to be free.
(Applause.)

Some skeptics of democracy assert that the traditions of
Islam are inhospitable to the representative government.
This "cultural condescension," as Ronald Reagan termed
it, has a long history. After the Japanese surrender in
1945, a so-called Japan expert asserted that democracy
in that former empire would "never work." Another
observer declared the prospects for democracy in post-
Hitler Germany are, and I quote, "most uncertain at
best" -- he made that claim in 1957.

[...]

For the Palestinian people, the only path to independence
and dignity and progress is the path of democracy.
(Applause.) And the Palestinian leaders who block and
undermine democratic reform, and feed hatred and
encourage violence are not leaders at all. They're the
main obstacles to peace, and to the success of the
Palestinian people.

But read it all. It is quite heartening.
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